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IS IT GOOD FOR THE CHILDREN?
Redefining the family

“To fight for same-sex marriage and its benefits and then, once
granted, redefine the institution of marriage completely, to demand the

right to marry not as a way of adhering to society’s moral codes but
rather to debunk a myth and radically alter an archaic institution . . .

The most subversive action lesbian and gay men can undertake . . . is
to transform the notion of “family” entirely.”

 Michelangelo Signorile, “Bridal Wave,” Out: December 1994
The strategy
The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) announced on
February 4, 2002, “A growing body of literature demonstrates
that children who grow up with one or two gay or lesbian
parents fare as well in emotional, cognitive, social, and sexual
function as do children whose parents are heterosexual.” [Ellen
C. Pearin, MD, “Technical Report: Co parent and Second-Parent Adoption by
Same-Sex Parents,” Pediatrics, Vol. 109 No.2, (2002) p. 339]
On March 14, 2002, ABC “Primetime Thursday” featured talk-
show hostess Rosie O’Donnell publicly confessing that she is a
lesbian and talking about her three adopted children and the
necessity of allowing lesbian and homosexual men to adopt
children. The proximity of these two events does not seem to
be accidental.  It is reminiscent of a recent American
Psychiatric Association report that attempts to normalize child-
adult sex.  The report, “A Meta-Analytic Examination of
Assumed Properties of Child Sexual abuse Using College
Samples” found, according to the authors, “A willing encounter
. . . would be labeled simply ‘adult-child’ sex,’ a value-neutral
term.” Hence, “classifying a behavior as abuse simply because
it is generally viewed as immoral or defined as illegal is
problematic.” [Washington Times, 3/23/99]  Understandably, both the
AAP and the APA received a deluge of protests and in the case
of the APA, Congressional scrutiny.

What is the genesis for these claims?
Dr. Alfred Kinsey often claimed that any “sexual outlet” was “normal.”
Adult-child “consensual sex” was considered normal and ‘useful’ in
some cases.  He stated that children are “sexual from birth”, relying on
“research” that he conducted by recording a pedophile’s abuse of 314
children recorded in Table 34 of his first book, “Sexual Behavior in the
Human Male.”  The children ranged in age from infancy to 12 years
old.  Dr. Judith Reisman, author of the book “Kinsey: Crimes and
Consequences” stated at the release of the APA report, “The APA
report is especially alarming, because it is a massive movement of
academicians at the highest level---university professors---and they
are the ones who educate the teachers---who educate our children.”
After a public furor and pressure from the U.S. House of
Representatives, the APA admitted that they were wrong to publish
this study that suggested child sexual abuse can be beneficial to
children.   The American Academy of Pediatrics has received more
messages on their recent announcement from members---mostly
critical---than on any other subject.

What about the science?
Just as Kinsey’s science was branded “flawed” in its techniques and
conclusions, the science concerning homosexual parenting has been
found to be lacking in conclusive evidence. In fact other studies have

shown that there is no basis for that conclusion and that the studies
that have been done are statistically flawed in methodology.
According to Bob Knight of the Culture and Family Institute, “The
Pediatrics article fails to cite thousands of studies showing the
superiority of mother-father, married households for the welfare of the
children.  Nearly all the cited studies in the Pediatrics article compare
children in homosexual households to those in singe-parent
households, usually of divorced mothers or fathers.”  In a book entitled
What the Studies Don’t Tell Us about Same-Sex Parenting, Dr. Robert
Lerner and Dr. Althea Nagai examined 49 empirical studies on “gay-
parenting” many of which are cited in court cases and in legislative
reports to promote gay adoption and custody.  They found that all of
the studies were flawed and said, “Do these 49 studies offer
conclusive proof that there is ‘no difference’ between heterosexual
and homosexual households? We believe that these studies offer no
basis for that conclusion---because they are so deeply flawed pieces
of research.”

What are the flaws?
• Inadequate sampling size: “Available studies [are] insufficiently large to

generate much statistical power.” [J.M. Bailey et al., “Sexual Orientation of Adult
Sons of Gay Fathers,” Developmental Psychology 32 (1996):124] In one study
assessed in the Journal of Marriage and the Family” it was found that
the sampling was flawed because it was of White, middle-class,
previously married lesbians and their children.

• Lack of random sampling: One study stated that the study was
“vulnerable to all the problems associated with self-selected research
participants.” [Laura Lott-Whitehead and Carol T. Tully, “The Family Lives of Lesbian
Mothers,” Smith College Studies in Social Work 63 (1993):265]

• Lack of anonymity of research participants: Research requires
anonymity to prevent bias.

• Self-presentation bias: Most subjects were motivated to demonstrate a
healthy outcome for children and presented themselves and their
children in the best possible light.

Aren’t there a lot of children living in same-sex
households?
Some have claimed that there are 601,209 same-sex partner
households.  If there are truly one million children living in gay
households, then each household would have at least one child.
However, it is pointed out in a demography survey that 95 percent of
partnered male homosexuals and 78 percent of partnered lesbian
households do not have children.  This means that the one million
assumed children living in same-sex households would have to be
divided among the 15,000 male homosexual unions and 65,000
female homosexual unions which means each of those households
would have 12.5 children. [Culture Facts FRC, March 22,2002: Vol. 5, No. 6]

What can I do?
CWA has a sample letter on their website that you can take to
your pediatrician asking him/her to hold the AAP accountable
for this “research.” http://cwfa.org
More information:
Culture and Family Institute, ”Pediatrics Academy Ignores Key
Research on “’Gay Parenting’” http://cwfa.org
Timothy J. Dailey “Homosexual Parenting: Placing Children at
Risk” http://frc.org/get/is01j3.cfm
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