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CEDAW: THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT
ON STEROIDS

The Convention to Eliminate All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women is back!

A dangerous United Nations treaty is about to be brought
before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.  Senator
Barbara Boxer (D-California) has scheduled hearings to ratify
CEDAW, a treaty that was first signed by President Carter in
1980.  However, our U.S. Constitution calls for all treaties to be
ratified by a 2/3 vote of the full Senate.  At face value, the
name of the treaty implies that it would be good for women;
however there are some big problems with signing a “world
treaty” under the auspices of the United Nations.

Encroachment on Sovereignty
First, Article VI, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution states that
duly ratified treaties are the “supreme law of the land.”  The
founding fathers believed that any ratified treaty should be
constitutional.  CEDAW uses very broad language and would
probably require Supreme Court scrutiny to interpret the
language.  Based on recent Court rulings this could be
dangerous for our sovereignty. Thomas Jefferson wrote, “If the
treaty making power is boundless, then we have no
Constitution.”

Part V (Articles 17-22) outlines the creation of a “committee”
composed of 23 members who would supervise the
implementation of the treaty in every signatory nation.  The
U.S. could have one member on this committee, or none.
CEDAW legally binds every signatory nation to follow its
provisions.

Some of the provisions:
• Article 1: This defines discrimination as “Any distinction, exclusion
or restriction made on the basis of sex (based on recent attempts to
re-define gender this could be troubling) which has the effect or
purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or
exercise by women, irrespective of their marital status….”
• Article 5a would require that the U.S. government to take all
appropriate actions to: “Modify the social and cultural patterns of
conduct of men and women, with a view to achieving the elimination of
prejudices…based on…stereotyped roles for men and women.”
Some of those “stereotyped roles” have been addressed already in
signatory countries like Belarus who was reprimanded by the
committee for celebrating Mother’s Day and “mother’s
encouragement” as encouraging women’s “traditional roles.”  The
CEDAW committee urged Armenia to “combat the traditional
stereotype of women in the noble role of mother.”  It complained to
Luxembourg about its “stereotypical attitudes” that tend to portray men
as heads of households, and women as mothers and homemakers.
• CEDAW undercuts parental rights in Articles 5 and 16 in which
“the interests of the children are paramount” in the family.  The
“interests” of the child is not defined.  Slovenia was reprimanded
because only 30 percent of children under age three were in day-care

centers.  In a committee report to Romania, it encouraged “the
Government to include sex education systematically in schools.”
• CEDAW promotes “gender re-education.”  Article 10c requires:
“The elimination of any stereotyped concept of the roles of men and
women at all levels and in all forms of education by encouraging
coeducation and other types of education which will help to achieve
this aim and, in particular by the revision of textbooks and school
programs and the adaptation of teaching methods.”  Apparently
single-sex schools would not be approved under this treaty.
• CEDAW requires that women receive the “right…to equal
treatment in respect to work of equal value.”  This is comparable worth
and actually is in conflict with our free market system where supply
and demand of workers determines the value of a job.  In the U.S. the
number of American women in “male-dominated” professions has
steadily increased.  According to the Korn/Ferry executive search firm
72 percent of corporate boards included women.
• Articles 12 and 14 deal with abortion to “ensure on a basis of
equality of men and women, access to health care services, including
those related to family planning.”  The CEDAW committee complained
that even though Ireland is a secular State the influence of the church
is strongly felt and that women’s right to health is compromised by that
influence.
• Homosexual rights are detailed in Article 1.  In Kyrgyzstan the
committee expressed concern that “lesbianism is classified as a
sexual offense in the Penal Code and ordered that lesbianism be
reconceptualized as a sexual orientation and that penalties for its
practice be abolished.”

Some arguments you may encounter from those who
support ratifying this treaty:
• It won’t change anything here but we ought to get behind policies
that affect women around the world.  Answer:  It could change things
based on the premise of treaties superseding our Constitution.  The
International Criminal Court will be operational soon and the body will
have jurisdiction over every country, regardless of whether each
nation has signed on to it.  Some argue that CEDAW could be claimed
to be ‘international law’ and would have to be recognized in the courts
of every country.
• We can take care of any reservations by posting official
“amendments” to define controversial language.  Some argue that this
would not be enough to release a country from CEDAW’s mandates.
The treaty itself states that reservations “incompatible with the object
and purpose of the present Convention shall not be permitted.”

The bottom line is that the United States would have a much
better chance of effecting change for women all over the world
by remaining apart from an international treaty that gives us at
most one vote in a committee of 23.

ACTION:  Senator Sam Brownback is on the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee.  Write or call and ask him to
vote against ratification.  202-224-3121/ Call the White
House switchboard and urge President Bush to “unsign”
the treaty.  202-458-1414/ e-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov / write Secretary of State Colin
Powell at secretary@state.gov `
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