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DIAGNOSIS FOR THE CULTURE
What do the test results show?

What is the first thing that a doctor does when you go in for a
diagnosis? He takes a look at your general appearance and
vital signs and then runs tests to see if all the body’s organ
systems are running smoothly in order to prescribe a cure or
therapy. Just as we have the Dow Jones indicators to monitor
the health of our financial system, our culture has “indicators’
as well.  Some of the indicators are flashing warning signals
and we must heed them in order to ward off dangerous
implications of impending break-down.

What are some of the indicators?
• The horrendous stories that are being told about the clergy
sexual abuse of children and parishioners gives an indication of a
relaxation in the standards and responsibilities that a shepherd
should have toward his flock.  The result: Many have lost
confidence in the veracity of the church and in the accountability of
the church to protect women and children.  Many will not come to
a saving faith because they see the church as corrupt and
victimizing rather than a haven of safety and salvation.
• In April the Supreme Court struck down a law that prohibited
the distribution and possession of virtual child pornography that
appears to depict real children on the basis that pornography is
not necessarily obscene.  Another federal court ruled that placing
filters on computers in libraries is unconstitutional.  The injury to
our culture:  More and more pedophiles and rapists are obtaining
obscene materials on the Internet and acting on their impulses by
assaulting real children and women.
• Parents are marketing their children, some only five years old,
to “model” seductive clothing on Web sites where pedophiles pay
a monthly subscription fee to view the young “models.”  In light of
the recent abduction and murder of a five-year-old California girl
who was raped, the injury to our culture, and, most specifically to
our children, is clear enough.
• A recent commission on bioethics refused to ban all human
cloning and proposed a moratorium on experimentation on cloned
human beings for four years until it can be studied further.   Sandy
Rios, president of CWA stated in a press release, “But what the
commission doesn’t seem to understand, is that the immorality of
the act of cloning alone should close the books on any further
discussion.  To say that a particular end to the process would
justify this immoral means is an unjustifiable position.  This
decision leaves the American people vulnerable; a moratorium on
a dangerous act is not enough….”  The injury to the culture: The
sanctity of every human life is further eroded and “sub-classes” of
humans will be used as raw material for research.
• Abercrombie and Fitch, a popular clothing store with teen-
agers and college-age students, is stepping up its indecency
quotient in its latest catalogue.  “Study Hard: How to Break Every
Rule in the Freshman Handbook” includes photography revealing
pubic hair.  It also includes advice on encouragement of
masturbation, cheating on a boyfriend/girlfriend, oral sex,

voyeurism and bisexuality.  The injury to our culture: Toleration of
this slide into immorality leads to our children thinking that
“anything goes”.  Even buying their products is a tacit affirmation
of their sexualization of the culture.
• The recent scandals at Enron and WorldCom indicate a
significant elevation of greed and corruption in our business
institutions.  Not all are bad, but for this to have happened on such
a large scale has had serious implications in the country’s trust in
big business and the stock market.
• Nickelodeon, a trusted family-friendly channel has aired a show
“My Family is Different,” in which children raised by gay parents
discuss their lifestyle.  Recently Peter LaBarbera of CWA’s Culture
and Family Institute debated Winnie Stachelberg of the Human
Rights Campaign about the appropriateness of the show being
aired on Nickelodeon.  A staffer at CWA was interviewed by the
show, (Carmelo Torres) who was raised by a lesbian mother,
leading to a very troubled childhood.   None of his interview
appeared on the show.  The injury to our culture: In the guise of
tolerance and getting rid of hate, our children are being introduced
to a lifestyle that has some very harmful consequences.  The
whole story is not being told and children are influenced at a time
when their life experiences are not broad enough to make a
rational decision about a dangerous lifestyle
• CNS News.com reports on July 11, 2002 a trend toward
normalizing pedophilia.  Over fifty years ago, an obscure scientist
named Alfred Kinsey published a report supposedly based on
“scientific data” that concluded “all children are sexual from birth”
and that “all sexual outlets are equal”, whether pedophilia,
bestiality, homosexuality, or any form of perversion.  His findings
have since been refuted as both flawed and even criminal in his
research of children, yet his legacy lives on as more and more
boundaries that protect women and children are removed.
• The ban on partial birth abortion, a gruesome abortion
technique that delivers a live baby except for the head, then
extracts the brain contents is back before Congress.  Twice before
the ban has passed only to be vetoed by then-President Clinton.
This time there is still no assurance for success because of the
Democratic majority in the Senate.  The injury to our culture:
Infanticide (and this is what this is) being tolerated by a culture is a
huge indicator that we are off the moral tracks heading for a train-
wreck.
• Perhaps the most telling symptom in the past few years is the
handling of ex-President William J. Clinton’s lying to a grand jury,
etc.  “It’s the economy, stupid,” was the by-word of that time and
because of our tolerance toward lack of character and
accountability at the highest levels, our society is sick indeed.

The cure?
Good old-fashioned repentance and a return to the moral
values that led Alexis de Tocqueville to say that America was
great because she was good, but if she ceased to be good, she
would cease to be great.  Goodness / righteousness only come
from an affinity and closeness to the God of the universe and
His law.
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