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PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN FROM PEDOPHILES

Children deserve to be safe; to be able to explore and
grow without worrying about predators
When I was a child, admittedly quite a few years ago, I spent
hours at our neighborhood park with my cousins; I had a
special spot that was my “dreaming post” where I would sit for
hours by myself thinking and dreaming the dreams of a
carefree child.  I was perfectly safe taking the bus downtown to
Indianapolis by myself and meeting friends there for a movie.
Now my daughter laments that she cannot feel safe letting her
three boys go to the park to play, or even to ride their bicycles
farther than around the block.  This is an age of registered
sexual offenders (thank goodness we now know where they
are) and of screaming headlines about little girls being taken
from their bedrooms and front yards.  Amber Alerts and
Megan’s Law have become a fact of life in America.

How do I protect my children?
In a recent article “Protecting Children from Pedophiles”, in
Investigative Journal, Doug Sample writes about pedophiles
and what parents can do to protect their children from
predators.  His story is the result of a Pentagon briefing on the
results of the FBI/DOJ (Department of Justice) study of child
molesters.  Tom Smith, commander of Detachment 344, Air
Force Office of Special Investigation spent a year working with
the FBI profiling child molesters and how to identify them.  He
relates that there are two types of molesters: the situational
and the preferential.  The situational molester is not the
stereotypical pedophile who stalks his prey: “He may molest a
child because he is under an unusual amount of stress, or
maybe because of boredom or curiosity.”  The more serious
predator according to Smith is the preferential molester.  He
often spends a lot of time getting to know the child, showering
him with gifts or special favors.  He often knows the family and
will spend weeks and months before inappropriate behavior
takes place.  This type of offender lacks interpersonal skills and
has been known to attack strangers and very young children.
Smith gave instructions on how to educate your children about
pedophile’s tactics.
• Be suspicious of anyone who is more interested in your

child than appropriate and who seeks opportunities to be
alone with your child.

• Be wary of anyone who touches your children
inappropriately or discusses sexual information with them.
Listen to your child if they tell you that someone insists on
touching them, tickling them or does something that makes
the child uncomfortable.

• Explain roles and boundaries to your children.  Help them
to understand the proper roles of teachers, coaches, etc.

• Tell your child that they can talk to you about anything and
demonstrate that to them when they do talk.  Don’t over-
react to them…try to stay calm and listen…the action can
come later, but your child needs to know they can trust
you.

Tips for the Internet:
According to Smith, most children are preyed on by people
they know.  His tips for parents that are seeking child care:

• Be wary of advertisements for sitting services.  Some
services are not bonded nor do they screen their
employees properly.

• Being bonded does not mean an agency will protect
against anything that happens to your child.  Ask them how
thoroughly they screen their employees.  Do they do
criminal background checks, drug screening and other
checks?

• Check the references carefully; have your child present
during the interview and observe the interaction between
the child and the potential sitter.

• Set ground rules and make sure they are followed…no
guests, no leaving…check on your children frequently.

• Upon returning talk to the baby-sitter and find out what
happened while you were away.  Talk to your child and ask
them to describe what happened while you were gone.

• Ensure that the baby sitter has emergency numbers where
you will be and make sure they have the numbers of fire,
police and your child’s doctor in a visible location.

For online safety:
• Know that pedophiles frequently use chat rooms Internet

bulletin boards to get to know children and to gain their
confidence and trust.  They frequently pose as someone
younger.

• Never allow your child to give out your home address,
home or work telephone numbers, or name and location of
their school

• Tell your child never to agree to send or e-mail a
photograph to someone they do not know.  Pedophiles use
children’s picture to make composites of child
pornography.

• Don’t allow your children to meet with anyone they met
online unless it is in a public place and a parent or
guardian is present.

• Set rules for your children’s Internet use.  Restrict the time
of day and length of time to be online.  Keep the computer
in a visible place and install filters.

• Don’t allow children to shop online unsupervised.

Above all, rely on your instincts; if you don’t feel right
about a relationship your child has or have a funny
feeling about someone who has access to your child, be
very wary and vigilant…often our “hunches” are right and
it is better to be safe than sorry.
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