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CLONING BANNED
BY U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

To clone or not to clone: the question before the Senate

The U.S. House of Representatives passed the Weldon-
Stupak Cloning Bill (H.R. 534) last week 241-155.  The
House first rejected the Greenwood Substitute(174-231),
which some said called for “embryo farms,” with the embryonic
cells to be used for research.  The substitute would have
allowed for the mass cloning of human embryos to be killed for
research.  All of the Kansas delegation voted for this bill except
for Third District Representative Dennis Moore. There is a lot of
confusion on the two types of cloning bills that have been
introduced in both houses of Congress.  There have been
misconceptions in the media and through other sources that
have misled the American people.

The Brownback-Landrieu/Weldon-Stupak legislation
prohibits the cloning of human cells while the Hatch-Feinstein
bill would allow cloning of “cells.” Both bills allow the use of
nuclear somatic transfer or other cloning techniques to produce
molecules, DNA, cells, other than human embryos, tissues,
organs, plants or animals other than humans.  Cloning body
parts, etc. is okay under both bills.  Any production of stem
cells that do not involve the killing of a human embryo is
allowed under both bills.  There is no restriction on research
upon eggs (human ova).  The Hatch-Feinstein bill would allow
the use of somatic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT) to clone human
embryos.  A human embryo contains 46 chromosomes and a
human egg contains 23 chromosomes

• Some have said that “therapeutic cloning” is not creating
human embryos.  A human being is Homo sapiens with a
specific genetic makeup with cells containing 46
chromosomes.  Scientists have known for a long time that
an embryo is created.  President Clinton’s National
Bioethics Advisory Commission in 1997 states: “The
Commission began its discussion fully recognizing that any
effort in humans to transfer a somatic cell nucleus into an
enucleated egg involves the creation of an embryo
(Emphasis Added) with the apparent potential to be
implanted in utero and developed to term.”  In December
2000 Robert Lanza and Jose Cibelli of Advanced Cell
Technology confirmed that a human embryo is created and
destroyed through “therapeutic cloning.”

“CRNT (cell replacement through nuclear transfer---
“therapeutic cloning”) requires the deliberate creation and
disaggregation of a human embryo.”  “…Because therapeutic
cloning requires the creation and disaggregation ex utero of
blastocyst-stage embryos, this technique raises complex
ethical questions. “

Jonathan VanBlerkom, human embryologist: “If it is not an
embryo, what is it?

The Hatch-Feinstein bill would allow research on “unfertilized
eggs up to 14 days.”  This is untrue.  An egg is a single cell
with 23 chromosomes and is asexual.  There is no such thing
as an “egg” with 46 chromosomes; moreover an embryo has
46 chromosomes and is either male or female.  At 14 days, the
embryo will have divided many times.  The Hatch-Feinstein
bill uses the term “unfertilized blastocyst” but this too is
misleading as a blastocyst is an embryo at an early stage of
development.   The use of the term “fertilization” is also
misleading because in cloning the nuclear transfer is done in
the lab and is considered asexual reproduction.  All cloned
animals are “unfertilized.”

• The idea that the Hatch-Feinstein bill is a “compromise”
bill that gives everyone what they want is also misleading.
It is literally allowing scientists to create embryos to be
killed for their stem cells to be used in research.  It is not
“banning human cloning”; it is equivocating over the fact
that the cloned embryo will not be implanted in the uterus.
However, it is not the “implanting “that makes it human; it is
the chromosomal and genetic makeup that makes it
human.  What it really does is ban the survival of
human clones.  That is why many call this legislation the
“clone and kill” bill.

• Another problem with the Hatch-Feinstein bill is that it
invites misuse.  If it is okay to kill a two-week embryo, why
not eight weeks or longer?  Researchers have already
harvested tissue from cloned cow at six weeks and cloned
mice at the newborn stage.  In fact, some say that once
embryonic stem cells are removed they could be used as
transgenic building blocks to form hybrid (chimeras)
animals.  For twenty years, transgenic mice containing
human genes in their genomes have been in laboratories.

CWA’s Wendy Wright, senior policy director, stated on passage
of the Weldon-Stupak bill:  “CWA was a strong supporter of
this legislation last year, and we were sad to see its passage
blocked by the Senate’s refusal to act.  We are grateful to see
the House act so promptly and we are sure that this year the
Senate will act soon to meet the President’s request that a
complete ban on cloning be brought to his desk.”  President
Bush has said he would sign such a bill.

For complete information see:  www.cwfa.org  / www.nrlc.org
National Right to Life Backgrounder: Human Cloning Legislation in Congress
February 10, 2003

Action:  Call your senators and express your support
for a complete ban on all forms of human cloning.
202-2243121, or toll free 877-762-8762.

Ask them to support the Brownback-Landrieu bill.
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