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VICTIMS’ RIGHTS: FULFILL THE PROMISE
by Karen Housholder

Obvious differences exist between Governor Kathleen
Sebelius and Attorney General Phill Kline.  Stating this to
be a priority they set those differences aside in order to co-
sponsor this year's "Crime Victims' Rights Conference -
"Victims Rights: Fulfill the Promise", held April 23rd and
24th in Wichita.  Although not all the crime dealt with at the
conference centered primarily on sex crime, most of it
touched upon it in some way.
The most noteworthy keynote speaker was Teresa Descilo,
MSW, CTS, Director of Victim Services Center, in Miami,
Florida.  She presented a most compelling teaching about
"The Psychobiology of Trauma and Trauma Bonding."  Her
presentation corroborates the brain research work of Dr.
Judith Reisman that Concerned Women for America has
used.  The focus is just from a different vantage point, that
of the crime victim, rather than the perpetrator.  Ms. Descilo
reports that "trauma occurs when an actual or a perceived
threat of danger or loss overwhelms a person's usual coping
ability."  A traumatic memory can be recorded even if the
event occurred in as little as a single moment.  When this
happens a chemical cascade is triggered in the brain
impacting bodily functions, the first of which is the gastro-
intestinal system.  If this pattern becomes a cycle, because a
victim has not learned to deal in a healthy way with trauma,
both the brain and the body can suffer permanent damage.
It is vitally important that all those who seek to bring
healing and wholeness to victims, understand the
implications of trauma to the whole person.
This speaker was outraged that there are still people who
contend that children do not suffer very much harm from
incest.  She knows better.
"Domestic Violence and the Religious Community" was
presented by Reverend Thelma B. Burgonio-Watson.  She is
Director of the Training and Education Center for the
Prevention of Sexual and Domestic Violence in Seattle,
WA.  The Reverend opened by reciting passages from
Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, and American
Indian Spiritism concerning care for those afflicted.  She
pointed out that in our pluralistic culture all faiths could
provide strength and courage for victims, but that they can
also present roadblocks to healing.  She spoke specifically
about the roadblocks that can occur in the Judeo-Christian
tradition, she said because she is a Christian, and is the most
familiar with that faith.  She outlined how the faith
community and secular advocates can work together for the
victim.

I did come away more aware than ever at how important it
is for the church to be involved.   The church has much to
offer.  We need to present the models that churches are
currently using effectively to deal with trauma.   We also
need to learn more about the nature of trauma and how best
to bring a wounded person before the throne room of grace
for healing.
One of the highlights came on Thursday when Attorney
General Phill Kline addressed the conferees.  He told us that
he and the Governor are making headway working together
on behalf of crime victims.  The changes in the Sexually
Violent Predator law will remove the loophole created by
the Kansas Supreme Court, keeping dangerous predators
behind bars.  They are working on victim compensation and
hope next year to have a bill addressing sentencing for
online predators.  Currently the law only allows probation
for the first three offenses online.
In the end it's up to us.  Sexual abuse and violence has
become so rampant that it's hard to imagine anyone's life
not being touched by it in some way.  We as citizens are the
ones responsible to make the real changes.  It's up to us to
take the time to be informed about the crucial issues.  It's up
to us to elect legislators, and to hold their feet to the fire.
Right now there is a very important issue related to sex
crime before our Kansas State legislature.  Because
Governor Sebelius line item vetoed Sen. Susan Wagle’s
amendment that would have prevented taxpayer money to
be used for pornography and obscenity in a classroom
setting, the unthinkable is still happening.  The brain
research work proves how this kind of material impacts the
brain.  It is unconscionable that the very attitude and
mindset of those that would mistreat women and children
sexually would actually be "taught" in a Kansas University.
Are we really so naïve as to believe that these toxic
products won't have any impact upon the young men and
women who are in these classes?  And what about the
student, not a part of the class, who happens to be in the
wrong place at the wrong time?  We have enough sex crime
victims already.  Let's stop this nonsense.
ACTION: Please contact these Senators, ask them to
vote to over-ride the Governor’s veto of the Wagle
amendment.  They need to hear from you NOW.
Jim Barone, Pete Brungardt, Mark Buhler, Dave Corbin,
Paul Feliciano, Rip Gooch, Greta Goodwin, David Haley,
Dave Kerr, Lana Oleen, Chris Steineger, Ruth Teichman
and John Vratil.
The Capitol Switchboard number is 785-296-0111,
ask for the Senator by name.
Email addresses: [lastname]@senate.state.ks.us
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