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ABORTION PROVIDERS MUST REPORT
REASONABLE SUSPICION OF ABUSE

Attorney-General Kline’s opinion
puts abortion providers on notice

The world from abortion-rights proponents eyes is filtered with a
rosy glow of euphemisms such as “the right to choose”; every child
a “wanted child”; “family planning” and “abortions safe but rare.”
This world basks in hopeful and wishful thinking, but most of all it
is about convenience and selfishness…the world in their eyes
must be the way they want it to be…no encumbrances, no
embarrassment, no consequences.  This self-satisfied and self-
gratifying attitude is seen in the reaction to Kansas Attorney-
General’s opinion on abortion clinic’s requirement to report
suspected abuse of minors to the proper authorities.  The opinion
was met with the predictable cries of “invasion of privacy” and
“consensual” sex is not abuse and the litany goes on.  It is
interesting to note that the victim is never addressed; nor do they
ever talk about the well-known statistics that most underage girls
are impregnated by older men.  That fact conveniently is obscured
while they prattle on about “Romeo and Juliet” and “boy meets girl”
on summer vacation.

The stark reality is that younger and younger girls are being
abused, exploited and harmed by unscrupulous men and older
boys who then cover up the evidence of their crime with an
abortion.

Abortion clinics often become the accessory to the crime by not
reporting possible abuse.  Abortion advocates worry that if the
Kansas law, which clearly defines abuse and exploitation of
minors, is enforced that girls will not seek an abortion if she knows
that the abortion clinic will report the abuse.  A recent operation by
Life Dynamics, a pro-life organization, in which volunteers
pretended to be minors involved with older men who got them
pregnant, found that many of the abortion clinics offered to cover
up the abuse.  A Maricopa County Planned Parenthood clinic was
found to be negligent recently when it failed to report the
pregnancy and suspected abuse of a 13-year-old girl who was
impregnated by her 23-year-old foster brother.  They finally
reported the abuse when she came to the clinic six months later
with another pregnancy.

The spin in this controversy is “consensual” sex.  Many would
have us believe that all sexual encounters are consensual; the
possible exception would be extreme force.  That extreme force
must be proved in a court of law.  That is the biggest reason most
sexual crimes go unreported by the victim, particularly if the victim
is a minor.  The victim and the victim’s family often do not want
their loved one to go through an additional trauma of having to
withstand scrutiny on a witness stand to prove this excessive
force.

Pedophiles, with the help of the medical profession are working to
get pedophilia declared as a paraphilia rather than a mental
disorder.  They claim that children can give consent to sex with an
older person and that it can be a satisfying and helpful adjunct to
their sexual growth.

Unfortunately for them, the law is quite clear about child abuse
and sexual exploitation of a child.  The Kline opinion

[http://www.kscourts.org/ksag/opinions/2003/2003-017.htm] states that “the
act of committing a rape of a child injures that child as a matter of
law.  The long-held policy of the State of Kansas is that sexual
intercourse, consensual or non-consensual, with a child of a
specific age or young is harmful to the child and that such conduct
should be prohibited.” The opinion cites the mandatory reporting
requirement found in K.S.A. 38-1552 that requires reporting to
proper authorities if they have “reason to suspect that a child has
been injured as a result of sexual abuse.”  Abortion providers
under this law have a mandatory duty to report evidence of abuse
by virtue of being licensed to practice the healing arts.  Obviously
a child under sixteen who is pregnant has had sexual intercourse
with somebody.  Anyone under the age of consent that has sexual
intercourse is statutorily defined as “sexually abused,” because the
sex is defined as being inherently harmful.  The opinion cites
several other cases in which the courts find this to be true.  The
Kansas Supreme Court in Michael M. v. Superior Court of Sonoma
County acknowledged that there are perils inherent in acts of
sexual intercourse with girls under the age 16.  Other perils
include sexually transmitted diseases…some of which are life-
long; some rendering young girls infertile; and the physiological
and emotional harm produced by abortion.

Obviously, some pregnancies happen because of long, hot
summers combined with raging teenage hormones.  This opinion
is not addressing those instances unless the young man is older
(Romeo and Juliet law…defined as engaging in voluntary sexual
intercourse with a child who is 14 years of age but less than 16
years of age and the offender is less than 19 years of age and less
than four years of age older than the child and the child and the
offender are the only parties involved and are members of the
opposite sex.) However, it is upholding the laws of the State of
Kansas … that the State has a vested interest in minors who have
been subjected to sexual abuse as defined by law. Anyone who
reasonably suspects such activity should report it to the proper
authorities.

ACTION:
• Read the opinion at:

http://www.kscourts.org/ksag/opinions/2003/2003-017.htm    
• Write letters to the editor of your local paper.
• Thank Attorney-General Kline and Kansas Senator Gilstrap who

asked for the opinion.
• Planned Parenthood of Kansas and Mid-Missouri has stated that

they would refuse to do what Attorney-General Kline suggests.

TALKING POINTS:
• Kansas law should be enforced. The Attorney-General is the

chief enforcer; he should enforce the laws as written.  He should
not make exceptions that cater to special groups who claim they
are exempt from scrutiny.

• The “right to privacy” does not trump the State’s interest in
protecting minor children from predators.  Predators should not
be protected; our children should.

• The State’s interest should always be to protect the innocent
and those who cannot protect themselves.

• Children under sixteen do not have the life experiences to give
informed consent to sex.  The inherent physical, psychological
and spiritual risks in having early sex are too great to take a
chance with our children’s lives.
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