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THE EVOLUTION OF TOLERANCE
A peek into the minds of “moderates”

Cloaked in an expertly woven, intricately embellished covering
of words, some in the “moderate movement” within the
Republican party use their subterfuge of “separation of church
and state” to malign and bash Christians who want to be
involved in the political process.  “Moderate” words, used like
scimitars against unsuspecting conservatives are: “intolerant”,
“hateful”, “bigot” and “mean-spirited,” also “stupid” and “easily
led.”  Many bemoan the “vast right-wing conspiracy” and whine
about those who obstruct “evolutionary streams of thought” in
our advancing society, and in our Constitution.  Even the
Supreme Court has fallen victim to this mentality, and has not
excluded looking to foreign courts and the culture for direction
in decisions, according to Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
Anyone who does not agree with their viewpoint is immediately
labeled as resisting change; an obstructionist who needs to be
marginalized, ridiculed, caricatured and slandered.

Recently, I received a newsletter from a group that labels itself
as mainstream and moderate.  I found no tolerance or
moderation there.  To be sure, their self-description entails
“freedom for all,” (ostensibly if one has the right viewpoint);
“civil political manners” and “equal rights for every citizen,” but
a peek into their true thoughts is revealed in an article entitled
“Where the Bigots are Leading: An American Theocracy,” by
Frosty Troy.  (The only theocracies I know of right now are
Islamic countries led by the lunatic fringe, so the comparison is
not lost on the constituents of this group.)  In the article the
author trashes every conservative or religious leader that dares
to speak out on the issues using inflammatory terms. President
George W. Bush is referred to as a “one-time druggie and
alcoholic;” a true “born-again believer”.  Franklin Graham is
described as “another former druggie, drunken libertine whose
discovery of Jesus has turned him into a mean-spirited bigot.”
James Dobson “worships at the shrine of vouchers” and longs
for a “Christian theocracy.”  The author ends the article with
this statement: “This Constitutional subversion [is] blessed by a
president dedicated to turning America into precisely the kind
of country that the pilgrims thought they were escaping. . . .
.Religious and political leaders attempting to rewrite history are
toying with the soul of this great nation. . . .”

Bigotry defined
This article starts with a definition of bigotry:  “1. a person who
holds blindly and intolerantly to a particular creed, opinion, etc.
2. A narrow-minded person---Webster’s New World
Dictionary.  The Webster’s American Dictionary of the English
Language: 1828 defines bigotry as: a. An obstinate or blind
attachment to a particular creed, or to certain tenets;
unreasonable zeal or warmth in favor of a party, sect or
opinion; Bigotry is defined as: “an illiberality toward the
opinions of others.” Based on those definitions lets take a look
at some of the words spoken by so-called moderates.

• Americans United for Separation of Church and State’s
executive director, oft-quoted by the publishers of the
newsletter in question, Barry Lynn states, “The Religious
Right has taken over the event (The National Day of Prayer)
to promote the fundamentalist Christian political agenda,
including strident opposition to church-state separation.”

• Ralph Neas, President of People for the American Way, an
organization “committed to protecting civil rights,
constitutional liberties, public education and a federal
judiciary that will uphold the rights and freedoms of all
Americans” states at the Take Back America Conference in
2003, “This is a fight over the role of the government.  The
far right doesn’t want us to have the money to fund the social
justice programs of the last 65 years.  They don’t want us to
invest in public health care, public education, or make sure
that Medicare and Social Security are solvent for the rest of
our nation’s history.”  In a speech to the New York State
United Teachers he states, “Once the religious right and the
government-is-evil crowd, and the kids-as-commodities
crowd, get the political power to crank open the floodgates
for public money to pour into those private, religious and for-
profit schools, the institutional power will be nearly impossible
to reverse, no matter how many great reform proposals we
all have.  And that would be an immense tragedy for
American students and American democracy.”

• The Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice Interfaith
Convocation in January 2003 had as their speaker,
Reverend George F. Regas.  He said, “The eroding support
for a woman’s moral agency over her reproductive rights
comes in large measure out of the Religious Right co-opting
the media and the public arena with its harsh moral
condemnations.  That is often the only moral voice that is
heard today.”

In a conversation with another activist about the misinformation
promulgated by these groups, we talked about the polarization
that is occurring in America and the demonization of Christians
by those who call themselves moderates.  She said something
profound: Many people search only for a label by which they
can identify themselves and being “moderate” is an attractive
label because it implies that one is not radically drawn to either
point of view.  It feels good to be “reasonable” and to be
pluralistic.  However, if one is brave enough to check out not
only what the leadership of the movement says but also what
they mean, including definitions of terms, one can be
unpleasantly surprised. Make sure that the label you are
wearing is not a “bait and switch.”  Make sure you understand
the goals and credos the label entails and ask yourself if you
agree with them.  Act and align yourself with organizations that
reflect what you believe; don’t allow yourself to be labeled
without knowing what that means.
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