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The National Civics Agenda
By Linda Holloway

At the end of September, the Center for Civic
Education (CCE) held "The First Annual
Congressional Conference on Civic Education."
The CCE published "We the People," which is the
civics curriculum funded by the federal government.
Just what is the CCE?  Its Web site describes it as a
nonprofit, nonpartisan corporation that is dedicated
to civics education.  We know that many students,
as well as adults, in our country are ignorant of the
most basic civics information, so this appears to be
a good thing.  However, just what does CCE
promote in its very official version of civics?

The CCE Web site  (www.civiced.org) makes the
following statement in the section titled "Campaign
to Promote Education in Civics and Government":
"Civic education, therefore, is essential to the
preservation and improvement of American
constitutional democracy."  The Web site uses the
phrase "American constitutional democracy"
throughout. I could not find the term "constitutional
republic" anywhere.  This group is either unaware
that the United States is a constitutional republic, or
it is intentionally changing the terminology to
describe our form of government.  Remember, this
is the group that wrote the national civics standards
and the federally funded curriculum to go along with
the standards, as well as the framework for the
national test in civics.

While it is true that schools may not be doing a great
job of teaching civics now, the question remains:
Will we be any better off with the new civics?  The
CCE offers suggested requirements for teaching
civics  “beginning with kindergarten.”  I found it
especially interesting to read in the section titled
"Opportunities to Participate" that school districts
are directed to create  “one or two student seats on
the board of education . . .. Student members have
full rights and responsibilities except as prohibited
by law.”  When I served on the Kansas State Board
of Education, there was a push to do this at the
state level.  The student(s) would vote just like any
other member.  Fortunately, there were not enough
votes for that absurd plan!

The CCE is also promoting HR1078, which funds for
presidential academies to teach the new civics.

I find it hard to believe that CEE would have another
group conduct these academies, which would use
the national civics standards and use the CCE
curriculum.  I have mentioned a few of the problems
with the standards and the textbook in previous
issues of Family Concerns – the failure to mention
the Second Amendment and seeming promotion of
a global community were two of my concerns.

HR 1078 is lying quietly right now, but it still could
be placed on the Consent Agenda.  If that happens,
no testimonies and no opposing views would be
presented, which happened in the Senate.
Apparently President Bush still is interested in
passing this legislation, so that increases the odds
that it will appear again.

Take action on this issue: Contact President Bush
and ask him to reconsider his support of HR1078.
Comments: 202-456-1111, Fax: 202-456-2461
E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov.

Rep. Todd Tiahrt is the only Kansas congressman
who is a co-sponsor on this bill.  Contact him at:
2441 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone: 202-225-6216, Fax: 202-225-3489
E-mail:  http://www.house.gov/tiahrt/email.htm

Talking points you might use:

Express concern about the CCE having the sole
contract to write the civics standards and the
curriculum. Point out the absence of Second
Amendment rights (the right for citizens to bear
arms) in the bill. For these reasons alone this bill
needs a hearing so that opposing viewpoints may
be presented.

The sponsors have dwindled from 122 to 117.  Rep.
Todd Akin (R-Missouri) pulled his support in
September.  In letters to Rep. Tiahrt, mention that
Rep. Akin has withdrawn his support, as these two
representatives are aligned mutually on many
issues.

Civics is an important subject to be taught in our
schools.  However, the question is what kind of civics
will be taught.  We need public scrutiny of these
standards, and we need prayer for the hidden things to
be revealed.
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