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THE CLASH OF WORLDVIEWS CONCERNING
MARRIAGE

How do I defend my position?

We need to be ready – ready to give a defense of marriage
as a foundational institution of society; ready to answer the
“trick questions;” ready to deflect emotionalism in the coming
debate over marriage.  Our attitude should be reasonable
and logical and spoken in love.  Listed below are some
“talking points” from various sources, as noted.
• Marriage increases the likelihood that fathers have good

relationships with their children. [Why Marriage Matters---
Twenty-One Conclusions from the Social Sciences, a research
publication from Family Scholars]

• Cohabitation is not the functional equivalent of marriage.
[IBID]

• Children who live with their own two married parents
enjoy better physical health on average than do children
in other family forms. [IBID]

• Married mothers have lower rates of depression than do
single or cohabiting mothers. [IBID]

• Married women appear to have a lower risk of
experiencing domestic violence than do cohabiting or
dating women.  [IBID]

•  “The assumption for many is that marriage is just two
people with a license who have sex and wear rings . . .
Adults involved in incest have sex too; should
government call it marriage and license them too?”
[CWA, Jan LaRue, ”Why Homosexual Marriage is Wrong”]

•  “Marriage is the union of the two sexes, not just the
union of two people.  It is the union of two families, and
the foundation for establishing kinship patterns and
family names, passing on property and providing the
optimal environment for raising children.” [CWA, Robert
Knight, “Talking Points on Marriage”]

•  “Requiring citizens to sanction or subsidize homosexual
relationships violates the freedom of conscience of
millions of Christians, Jews, Muslim and other people
who believe marriage is the union of the two sexes.”
[IBID]

•  “Other groups, such as bisexuals and bigamists, will
demand the right to redefine marriage to suit their own
proclivities.  Once the standard of one-man, one-woman
marriage is broken, there is no logical stopping point.”
[IBID]

•  “Unlike race or ethnicity, homosexuality is in no way
immutable or genetically determined.  It is a chosen
behavior . . . the most famous “born gay” study by Dean
Hamer; a homosexual activist researcher could not be
replicated.” [IBID]

Some questions you might encounter:
• What is marriage?  “Anthropologist Kingsly Davis has

said, ‘The unique trait of what is commonly called
marriage is social recognition and approval . . . of a
couple’s engaging in sexual intercourse and bearing and

rearing children.’ . . . Another Canadian scholar, Paul
Nathanson [who himself is homosexual] has said,
‘Because heterosexuality is directly related to both
reproduction and survival . . . every human [society] has
had to promote it actively . . . Heterosexuality is always
fostered by a cultural norm that limits marriage to unions
of men and women.”  [Family Research Council; Peter Sprigg,
“Questions and Answers: What’s Wrong with Letting Same-sex
Couples Marry?”]

• Why should homosexuals be denied the right to
marry like anyone else?  “Every person, whether
heterosexual or homosexual, is subject to legal
restrictions as to whom they may marry.  To be specific,
every person, regardless of sexual preference, is legally
barred from marrying a child, a close blood relative, a
person who is already married, or a person of the same
sex.  There is no discrimination here, nor does such a
policy deny anyone the ‘equal protection of the laws’ [as
guaranteed by the Constitution] since these restrictions
apply equally to every individual.”  [IBID]

• How would allowing same-sex couples to marry
change society’s concept of marriage? “[Same-sex]
marriage will open wide the door to homosexual
adoption, which will simply lead to more children
suffering the negative consequences of growing up
without both a mother and a father.  Among homosexual
men, in particular, casual sex, rather than committed
relationships, is the rule and not the exception.  And
even when they do enter into a more committed
relationship, it is usually of relatively short duration.  For
example a study of homosexual men in the Netherlands
(the first country in the world to legalize marriage for
same-sex couples), published in the journal AIDS in
2003, found that the average length of ‘steady
partnerships’ was not more than two years (Maria Zirdou et
al., in AIDS 2003, 17:1029-1038).  In addition studies have
shown that even homosexual men who are in
‘committed’ relationships are not sexually faithful to each
other.  While infidelity among heterosexuals is much too
common, it does not begin to compare to the rates
among homosexual men.  The 1994 National Health and
Social Life Survey, which remains the most
comprehensive study of Americans’ sexual practices
every undertaken, found that 75 percent of married men
and 90 percent of married women had been sexually
faithful to their spouse.  On the other hand, a major
study of homosexual men in ’committed’ relationships
found that only seven out of 156 had been sexually
faithful, of 4.5 percent.  The Dutch study cited above
found that even homosexual men in ‘steady
partnerships’ had an average of eight ‘casual sex
partners per year.’”  [IBID]

For more information on other questions that might
come up, check out www.cwfa.org and www.frc.org.
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