
Family Concerns
“Bridging the Information Gap”

A Publication of Concerned Women for America of Kansas    2004-21 July 29, 2004

FETAL PAIN: A REAL ISSUE IN LATE-TERM
ABORTIONS

Should “choice” exclude consideration of fetal pain . . .
should a woman be fully informed?

Another aspect to explore in the debate over second- and
third-trimester abortions is the subject of fetal pain.  It is
apparent that the abortion-rights advocates do not really feel
that this should be an issue in a woman’s informed consent,
as evidenced by testimony in a partial-birth-abortion lawsuit
to overturn the ban in New York.  The lawyer, Stephen Hut,
representing a national group of abortion businesses, the
ACLU, the Roger Baldwin Foundation of the ACLU Inc. and
The National Abortion Federation admitted to Judge Richard
Casey, the presiding judge, that women also do not need to
be informed of the increased risk of premature delivery in
subsequent pregnancies.  He stated, “There is certainly no
obligation to report the results [the increased risk]” to women
considering abortion.  He felt the issue was “too complex” for
women to understand and that information would be best left
to the doctors to decide.  Apparently those who wish for
women to have “choices” in their abortion decisions do not
want them to be fully informed about the pain their fetus will
experience during the procedure and the increased risks
they themselves will experience in subsequent pregnancies.

The court questions the procedure
An excerpt from the court transcript dealing with fetal pain
goes as follows: Questions to Marilynn Frederiksen, M.D.:
Q: Approximately how many [Dilation and Evacuation] D&E
procedures have you performed? A:  [P]robably thousands.
Q. Thousands, plural? A. Thousands. Plural Q: Have you
ever perforated a uterus or done any of these things?  A:
Yes. COURT: Doctor, do you make full disclosure  . . .
before you embark . . . ” A: I educate them in the process of
an informed consent as to the risks of pregnancy termination
and the relative difference of risks of the different
procedures.  COURT:[W]hen you tell them about pain and
such that you were talking about before, do you also tell
them . . . that the D&E . . . involves dismemberment?  Do
you tell them that you tear the limbs off the fetus? A: I don’t
use that term, as I say it . . . COURT: What word do you
use?  A: I tell them that in the process of the termination we
will attempt to get the fetus out as intact as possible but that
is not a guarantee and sometimes a fetus comes out in
parts.  COURT: Do you discuss with them whether or not
there is any fetal pain? A: I think that’s a concern.  My
approach has been to say that the cord usually comes down
and severing of the cord means that the fetus sanguinates
[bleeds to death]. (Explanation Added) COURT: Do you tell them
whether or not the fetus experiences pain? A: Since I don’t
know that I do say that most of the time the fetus may not
experience anything.  Because once the cord has been
severed there is no blood supply to the central nervous
system and therefore the fetus, for all intrinsic purposes,
dies.  Whether or not that is analogous to the end of the
presence or absence of a fetal heartbeat I don’t know, but

there is no fetus that has central nervous system activity
once they have lost all oxygenation.  [The witness went on to
say that she didn’t know whether the baby felt pain.]

Other evidence
Interestingly, despite the above testimony, Dr. Bernard
Nathanson, former abortionist, confirmed that as early as
1945 doctors knew that there is evidence that fetuses do feel
pain.  In an article dated June 10, 2004, Nurse Jill Stanek,
the whistleblower in the scandal at Christ Hospital in
Chicago where born-alive infants were left to die, writes that
science confirms that fetuses do feel pain as early as 16-20
weeks gestation if not sooner.  [LifeNews, June 10, 2004, Jill
Stanek, R.N.:  “President Ronald Reagan Felt Unborn Children’s Fetal
Pain”] Scientists say that all sensory nerves and organs are
developed by eight weeks, with sensory communication via
a nervous system network by 11-16 weeks.  “A fetus at 20-
32 weeks gestation would experience a much more intense
pain than older infants or children or adults,” stated Dr.
Kanwaljeet Anand in his January 15, 2004, report for the
Partial Birth Abortion Ban trials.   The reason for this is
because “the highest density of pain receptors per square
inch of skin in human development occurs in utero from 20-
30 weeks gestation.”  He added that babies this age have
not developed compensatory responses to pain and often
feel what would be normally a tender touch or stroke as pain.
Doctors defending President Reagan in 1984, when he
mentioned that unborn children feel excruciating and long-
lasting pain, wrote, “Observations of the fetal
electrocardiogram and the increase in fetal movements in
saline abortions indicate that the fetus experiences
discomfort as it dies.”

Congressional response
On May 20 the Unborn Child Pain Awareness Act (H.R.
4420/S.2466) was introduced in both houses of Congress.
The bill would ensure that abortionists inform mothers
planning to abort babies 20 weeks and older about fetal pain
and give them the option to anesthetize those babies while
they are being dismembered.  The Act also reminds our
lawmakers that federal laws require humane and pain-free
slaughter of animals for consumption.

Women need the truth
Michael Schwartz, vice president for government relations
for CWA, says, “We are only asking for honesty.  When a
woman is considering abortion, she deserves to know all that
science can tell her.  We expect doctors in every other field
of medicine to inform their patients accurately; we can’t let
political controversy allow abortionists to hide the truth from
women who need accurate information.”  A recent Zogby poll
reveals that 77 percent of respondents agreed that a woman
should know the scientific facts about fetal pain before
undergoing an abortion after 20 weeks of pregnancy.

Action:  Be sure to thank Sen. Sam Brownback for
introducing this bill and Sen. Pat Roberts for being a co-
signer.
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