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A Child’s Best Hope for Life, Health, and Family 
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Around the world today, self-styled “children’s rights” advocates are 
talking about doing things “for the children.” When a politician wants 
to promote a policy, it is usually sold as being “for the children.”   
 
Yet, many of those same people want to deny children the very right t
life.  They consider marriage optional and they define “family” as any
assortment of caring individuals.   

o 
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Those of us gathered here today are different.  We firmly believe that 
children deserve. 

• Life . . . a family . . . and a home 
• A mother and father who love each other faithfully and 

wholeheartedly –– enough to commit to each other in m
and love each child wholeheartedly and unconditio
A home where va
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arriage, 
nally. 

lues and ideals are lived out, nurtured and • 
honored Slide 4

Today, we will focus on three things that are essential to children’s 

• The Centrality of Faith 
ge 
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well-being: 
 

• The Necessity of Marria
• The Sanctity of Life 



 
 
 
Let us consider first the Centrality of Faith.   
 
Is there really anywhere else to begin? 
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In terms of values, there are two alternative mindsets about reality. 
 
• A spiritual vision of life and a secular view of life  
• The Spiritual Vision is the perception of people of faith 
• The Secular View is the skepticism of the humanist. 
• Our choice between these very different perspectives determines 

the ideals that govern our decisions and how we raise our c
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hildren.  
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• A spiritual vision focuses on the child’s needs instead of the 

child.  

n. 
 

A secular view depends on legal rights to guarantee a child’s care.  

hild 
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adult’s desires.  So the couple is married before conceiving a 
A wife gives birth to her husband’s child.  The husband is 
committed to support and protect his wife and their childre

• 
When a single woman gives birth, government determines 
paternity and, it is usually necessary for a judge to issue a c
support order. 

The spiritual vision of life focuses on connectedness in relationships. 

eople of faith  
e transcendent 

and moral values such as honor, duty, 

•  decency, loyalty and self-respect 
ld

 
P
• Recognize th
• Embrace spiritual principles 

and fidelity 
Live lives of

• Respond to the challenge to “be what you shou  be.”    Slide 9
 
 
• Values and ideals are the oxygen of the spiritual life; without them 

• ge impact on our actions. 
all we have left is a “me-first” attitude.   
Values make a difference; they have a hu

• Values determine how well we handle our responsibilities 
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There is a very important progression that I want to emphasize at this 
meeting of the Real Women of Canada here in Ottawa: 
 
• Values shape a person’s attitudes 
• Attitudes shape a person’s actions 
• Actions shape a nation’s future 
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The secular view focuses on control in relationships and its faith in 
reason above all else makes it: 
• recognize only the physical world it sees 
• embrace freedom from moral authority 
• value a “me-first” form of self-realization   
• respond to “have it your way,” . . .  to “just do it,” . . . to “be all 

that you can
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These views have a long history, of course.  Darwin and Marx and 
likeminded materialists argued that: 
• Life is a product of random processes;  
• Man evolved through random mutations guided by the survival of 

the fittest 
• Man should be the servant of the state 

Slide 13

• These secular humanists, like the ones today, have no coherent 
logical foundation for inherent inalienable rights and immortality 

 
• They argue for moral relativism; they say that the quality of an 

individual’s life should be determined by an expert’s opinion 
 
• From such callous arguments flows a culture of death – where 

abortion is prevalent and euthanasia is advocated. 
Slide 14

 
In such a culture, marriage is ridiculed as old-fashioned and r
 

estricting.

Everyone, they say, should be free to do whatever they want to do. 

e 
 
W argue instead for the Necessity of Marriage as the essential means 
for protecting and nurturing children. 
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Kahlil Gibran, the Lebanese pop-culture philosopher, captured the 
dynamic of  marriage and family in a very poetic way.  
 
He said, “Parents are the bows from which children as living arrows 
are sent forth.” 
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• Many today fail to grasp the critical, indispensable role of parents 
…. thinking that the community or government or paid 
professional care-givers can substitute 

• They don’t understand the full extent to which children are shaped 
by their home situation and by the family into which they are born. 

• Marriage and the Natural Family are God’s plan for loving 
companionship and a safe environment for children. 

• The family is where affection, love, empathy and moral instruction 
are born and thrive. 

• Sadly, though, we live in an era when marriage is under assault by 
the secular view of life.  

• The erosion of marriage over the past decades threatens the basic 
Judeo-Christian values that have supported family life and 
provided a solid foundation for nations. 
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The following trends are having a ruinous effect on families and 
nations: 

• In the United States, marriage rates have dropped 29 percent since 
1970.   

• In Canada, rates have decreased by nearly 46 percent.  In 1970 the 
Canadian rate was 82 percent of the U.S. rate but by 2006 it was 
only 61 percent of the U.S. rate. Slide 18

 
While marriage has been declining, cohabitation has been increasing 
rapidly.  The number of U.S. couples living together without marriage 
has increased nearly 10 fold since 1970.  Notice that more and more of 
those couples living together without marriage are having children.   
 
From 1960 to 1970, the number of cohabiting couples remained small.  
But, beginning in 1970 the trend increased dramatically – changing t
American culture and affecting the well-being of women and child
in very negative ways. 

he 
ren Slide 19
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In 1981, common-law unions in Canada were only 6 percent of all 
couples.  Over the next twenty years they more than doubled to about 
14 percent.  

Slide 20 
 
The full extent of the shift in attitudes regarding the value of marriage 
is better appreciated if we look at the percentage of all first conjugal 
unions that are common-law. 
• In the first half of the 1970s, less than one-in-five first unions was 

a common-law relationship. 
• Twenty years later by the first half of the 1990s, more than half (

percent) of all first unions
57 

 was a common-law relationship. 
 Slide 21 

 
The research is very clear as to the effects of common-law 
arrangements: 
• Common-law unions tend to be temporary and transitory; even 

when they transform into marriage, those marriages break up far 
more frequently than marriages not born out of common-law 
relationships. 

• Sadly, the better a woman's economic position, the less likely she 
is to marry her common-law partner and the more likely she is to 
leave the union. For a man, on the other hand, earning a better 
income makes him more likely to formalize the union in marriage. 
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The research is also very clear as to one of the major factors that 
influences whether or not an individual decides to enter into a c
union without the benefits of a formal marriage commitment.  Women 
who are not religiously observant are 5 times more likely to enter in to
a common-law union than those who attend religious services we
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onjugal 

 
ekly. 
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At the same time that cohabitation was increasing, a second trend 
away from marriage was developing. 
 
The number female-headed households in the U.S. increased a 
disturbing 250% from 1970 to 2005. 
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A third trend followed from the first two trends.  It is no surprise that 
the percent of non-marital births increased dramatically. 
 
• In Canada from 1960 to 1980 the percentage of non-marital births 

tripled.  Then from 1980 to 2005, it doubled again!   
• In the U.S. we see exactly the same.  From only 8 percent in 1960, 

out-of-wedlock births soared to 37 percent in 2005.   
• The impact of this abandonment of the Judeo-Christian standard of 

marriage as the means of regulating sexual behavior and 
childbearing is wearing away the moral values and social fabric of 
the nation. 

• The dip in the Canadian percentage in the last three years may be a 
hopeful sign or, as some Canadian statisticians believe, it may be 
just the result of misreporting.  
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In the U.S. there has been a related hopeful development. 
• Since 1994 unwed teen birthrates have been declining both for 

younger teens 15-17 and the older 18-19 year olds whose behavior 
up to that time had mirrored that of the unwed 20-24 year olds. 

• Secular researchers would have us believe that this decline is the 
result of teens having become much more effective contraceptors. 

• The data indicate, however, that the abstinence message has born 
fruit and that teens are delaying the age at which they become 
sexually active. 
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The additional good news is that this decline in teen births rates in the 
U.S. is not due to an increase in abortions. 
• The teen abortion rate in the U.S. has declined by more that half 

since 1988. 
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As you doubtless know, this cultural erosion is not unique to Canada 
and the United States.  Consider the following illustrations of what is 
happening here in Europe. 
 
• The yellow dotted line is Sweden with the highest non-marital 

birth rates – tripling from 18 to 55 percent since 1970. 
• The dotted red line is Denmark which had an 11 percent rate of 

out-of-wedlock births in 1970 and climbed to 46 percent in 1990 
then leveled off ever since. 

• France – the line at the bottom – had only 7 percent non-marital 
births in 1970, climbed to 11 by 1980, and reached 50 percent by 
the year 2006. 

 

Slide 28
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I want to turn to some data that Concerned Women for America’s 
Beverly LaHaye Institute has recently tabulated.  This information w
be in a report that will be published later this year. Though well-
known to experts, the U.S.’s National Center for Heath Statistics does 
not publicize the fact that women who are not married are at 
significantly higher risk of having pre-term and low-birth-weight 
babies.   

ill 

fter 

onal, and 

 
In most cases, it takes tremendous efforts of doctors, nurses and 
hospitals to keep these precious little ones alive and to address their 
health and breathing problems during the first year of their lives.  A
they are released from the hospital, these babies frequently have long-
term difficulties that affect all of society – their mental, emoti
behavioral problems are documented in the medical literature. 

Preterm birth account for nearly one-half of all congenital 
wo-

he politically correct government statisticians stress the need for 
els 

, 

U.S. 
t, and 

er 
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neurological defects such as cerebral palsy, and more than t
thirds of infant deaths.  
 
T
education and more government programs.  But note that higher lev
of education of unmarried women produce only modest decreases in 
the percentage of pre-term infants; even at highest levels of education
the unmarried rate does not decline to the rate for married high-school 
drop-outs, the married group with the maximum rate. 
Clearly the values that lead to marriage count. Yet 
government experts  address only educational attainmen
abstaining from smoking and alcohol consumption by the moth
as the means to prevent pre-term births. 

In this graph, you see that the education level for unmarried mothers 

 is simply not politically correct to comment about (and certainly not 
Slide 30

doesn’t have nearly as much impact on reducing the rate of low-birth-
weight infants, as does marriage.  Yet, because of its correlation with 
smoking, the experts continue to focus on education as the solution to 
low-birth-weight infants.  On the other hand, little is said about the 
correlation of smoking and being unmarried.  
 
It
to advocate) marriage – so the experts, instead, push education and 
government programs to persuade unmarried mothers to take better 
care of themselves during pregnancy. 

 
So while the experts call for mo
the percentage of pre-term infants 
births – continues to climb.  In fact
has increased by one-third in the 

re education and government support, 
– like the percentage of nonmarital 
, the percentage of preterm infants 

U.S. since 1981 and by 22 percent in 

Slide 31

Canada. 
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t say, I’m a little skeptical of the Canadian results shown here 
and feel like I’ll need to research this further before I’m confident 
that these data are accurate. 

• Not surprisingly, the increase in the percentage of preterm infants 
has brought with it an increase in low-birth-weight babies in the 
U.S. where the percentage has gone up from 6.8 percent to 8.1 
percent. 

• I mus

Slide 32 

T
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he health problems are one of many consequences of non-marital sex 

• 

• d pregnancies have led to millions of abortions. 

 
nd measurable ways. 

to both women and children.   
Sexually transmitted diseases are rampant – especially among 
college-aged young adults 
Unwante

• The promiscuity associated with non-marital sex has led to 
isolation and disconnectedness for men and women – and that
affects their children in very dramatic a
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In recent years, young couples have claimed that they need to “try out” 
living together to see if they should get married.  Some of them cla
th t they “don’t need a piece of paper” to legitimize their relationship.  

im 

 

a
 
• But cohabitation and marriage are distinctly different.  

Cohabitation is not healthy for either women or children.   

The data are clear: marriage is not merely good for kids --- it is • 
best for them! Slide 34

 
Let’s take a look at some of the problems with cohabitation: 
 
• Physical arguments are 3 times more common when couples are 

Slide 35

living together. 

 
arry, children experience 

 Earlier sexual activity 

•  
• More eating disorders 
• More depression 
• More crime and violence 
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When parents don’t m
• Higher poverty 
•
• More unwed births 

More drug abuse



 
• Regardless of the behavior problem, it is more likely to be typical 

11 in a cohabiting couple’s home than in any other 

other type of household, married-couples are 
 to have children who have behavioral 

of a child age 6-
type of household.   

 
• Compared to any 

significantly less likely
problems. 
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• Poverty is one of the major problems in single-mother households.  

Slide 38

• Other non-traditional household arrangements are poverty-prone 
also: cohabiting parents and cohabiting partners have high poverty 
rates. 

• Married couples are the least likely of the living arrangements to 
have to deal with poverty. 

 
All of this evidence supports Cicero’s claim many centuries ago that 

on 
community. 
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“marriage is the first bond of society.” 
 
By any measurement used to calculate well-being, marriage comes out 

top for maximizing the odds of good health, happiness and a strong 
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Finally, let us turn to consideration of “The Sanctity of Life.” 

One of the basic tenets of faith is the sanctity of life.  It is the bed rock 

 A spiritual vision of life recognizes the indispensability of  basic 

• Without moral absolutes all our children are at risk. 

• When moral boundaries are blurred, children are no longer safe; 
the culture is no longer child friendly.  It is no accident that as 
abortion has increased, the number of child assaults has also 
increased. 

How can it not be obvious to all?  If you slaughter the innocents, you 
destroy the future. 

of human values. 

•
moral values.  

Slide 41

J Crouse ~ Ottawa                     Page 9 of 12 



J Crouse ~ Ottawa                     Page 10 of 12 

have been aborted.  Let’s put that in terms we can 

 east: Greenland, Iceland, Ireland, Finland, and 

•  
 and 

ar heartbeat . . . this means that every minute, while 

• Since abortion was legalized in the United States in 1973, over 45 
million babies 
visualize — 45 million aborted babies would replace the entire 
population of Canada. . . . with enough left over to populate your 
neighbors to the
also Swaziland down in south Africa. 

• Currently there are 1.2 million abortions a year in the U.S. 

During this hour on average, 140 infants will be aborted, better
than 80 percent of these will have been more than 5 weeks old
had a regul
our hearts are beating at 60 heartbeats per minutes, the 
heartbeats of two innocent ones are forever silenced. 

Slide 42

The harsh realities of the experience of abortion and its destructive 
act on the mother, as well as child, are making themselves heard 
ve the rhetoric of the so-call “pro-choice” lobby. 

s we see cause for some encouragement in this graph – the trend
 for the abortion rate in the U.S. peaked

imp
abo
 
Thu  
line  in the early 80s and has 

did not 
a d 

by 
abo
Can

gone down slowly ever since.  Because Canada’s abortion rate 
pe k until the mid 1990s,the gap between the two rates narrowe
considerably.  Since 1995, the rates in both countries have declined 

ut 14 percent leaving the U.S. rate about 40 percent higher than the 
adian rate .  
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The  teens 
and ong women 

 of the champions 

 decline in Canadian abortion rates has been greatest among
 younger women with little to no change in the rate am

30 and older.   
 
The result is that increasingly older women account for a larger and 

rger share of total abortions.  So much for the viewla
of abortion that they are crusading for “choice” so that young girls 
won’t be saddled with an unplanned birth. Slide 44 a 

We see exactly the same relationship between age and abortion rates in
the U.S. as in Canada.  In 1990 older women accounted for 44 per
of all abortions.  Today they account for one-half the total. 

 
cent 

Slide 44 b 

It will come as no surprise to you to see that with the declines in 
marriage and the increase in non-marital conjugal unions, abortion is 
increasingly concentrated in the unmarried.   

The Canadian percentage of unmarried abortions has increased from 
69 percent in the mid 1970s to 78 percent in the mid 1990s. 

It is likely to have climbed a bit higher since then with the further 
erosion in marriage rates which we’ve seen since then. Slide 45 
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The pattern in the U.S. is similar to that seen in Canada though at a 
slightly higher percentage of abortions accounted for by the 
unmarried. 
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This next image always chokes me up.   
 
Take a close look at this sleeping baby: on the left you see it as an 

.  

n rights? 

e 
wed to 

unborn child in its mother’s womb and then on the right as a newborn
The similarity is awesome. 
• Will you tell me which one is a person deserving of huma
• Will you tell me which one is a real human being deserving to 

live? 
• Unimaginably, Peter Singer, professor of bioethics at Princeton 

University, argues that parents should have a trial period after th
baby’s birth to decide whether the newborn should be allo
live. 
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Today’s political climate of aborti
view of life that prevailed when th
Thomas Jefferson, author of Am

on is a long way from the spiritual 
e United States was first developing.  

erica’s Declaration of Independence, 
wrote, “The care and protection of human life and happiness, and not 

itimate objects of good 
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their destruction, are the first and only leg
overnment.” g

 
The politics of abortion has even become central to the work of United 
Nations. 
 
U.N. Treaties – the Beijing Platform for Action, CEDAW (the 
Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women), and

 Millennium Development Goals – stress the mantra “women’s 
ts are human rights” – by which they mean the “women’s rights” 

itical a

 
the
righ
ol genda that pushes abortion, mainstreaming gender equality Slide 49p

(including lesbianism) and forcing quotas.   



 

• Values count.  

• Values affect behavior.  

est odds for a healthy 
full-term birth and ensure its well-being throughout childhood and 
adolescence. 

• As our data plainly show, advances in science and medical 
technology – as marvelous as they are – have not been able offset 
the effects of the increases in non-marital births.  

• Clearly adopting the values that lead to marriage and positive life-
style choices, gives a woman’s baby its b Slide 51
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As we have looked at some of the ways that the secular view of life 
has failed our children, I know that you agree with me: the negative 
trends that I have covered today are having a terrible impact on our 
national cultures and society. 
 
In an era when our nations are awash in a cultural sea that is too often 
vulgar, coarse and violent, we need to clean the windshields of our 
souls so that we can clearly see what is happening to our children and 
the steps that we need to take to ensure their well-being. 
 
For too long, adult desires have taken precedence over children’s 
needs.  We need to put children’s real needs above adults’ mere 
desires.  We must restore a spiritual vision for our nations – and make 
policy decisions that address those lifestyle issues that have direct 
impact on children’s well-being and their future. 
 
Real Women of Canada and CWA recognize the importance of the 
values that shape an individual person’s attitudes and determine a 
nation’s future.  We need to nurture our children on faith, values, 
moral principles and wholesome ideals. 
 
We believe that the natural family is a child’s best hope for life and for 
a future because that’s where values and ideals are inculcated and 
cherished.  
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The heart is a miraculous little machine — it works furiously — it has 
to beat nearly a hundred thousand beats a day to keep us alive.  
Scripture admonishes us to “keep our hearts with all diligence.”  Those 
of us in the battle against the forces of evil in our world often feel like 
a thousand things we have to beat back every day — to keep our hearts 
pure and our children protected. 
 
May God bless your efforts to shine the light of faith and truth into the 
darkness of the world’s perspective. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
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