
important role of religion. 
 

 Another thing we see coming is higher taxes.  I met 

with the owner of a small business recently who 
showed me the list of charities to which he gives.  

He’s a very generous man.  But he also noted that if 

Obama’s tax plan goes through, he will have 50 per-

cent less to give away to charities.  He asked, which 

one of these charities should I stop giving to in order 

to pay higher taxes? 
 

 Several states in the last session introduced bills 

against pregnancy resource centers.  Some bills 

would have made it a crime if they did not provide 

information on all “reproductive methods,” if they 

did not provide information on sex education, and 
required that the state examine the religious affilia-

tions of these pregnancy centers. 
 

These kinds of government intrusions would inhibit our 

ability to do the good works that God has called us to 

do. 
 

Another thing that I am quite concerned about is the 

threat of more investigations of past administration offi-

cials.  The reason I’m concerned is because these inves-
tigations are not just to ferret out if something was done 

wrong.  They are meant to smear people, to ruin their 

reputations, to personally destroy them.  These are rising 

stars who could be sitting on the federal bench some 

day, but have been so horribly smeared that they are 

even having a hard time finding jobs.  I think that’s the 

intention. 
 

And of course the greatest threat that we face, even if 

none of these bills or treaties pass, are federal judges 

who abuse their position to promote their ideology and 
give preferences to certain groups of people just because 

they belong to that group. 
 

If we want to be free to evangelize through broad-

casting, raise children with Biblical beliefs, to run 

businesses that honor God, to give to charities that 

we believe will do the best work, then we’ve got to 

restrain government from passing these laws. 
 

We’ve got to elect and place into key positions just and 
righteous people who ensure that we will have just laws 

that are applied equally. 
 

If we don’t stop these attempts to silence conservative 

and religious voices, to regulate crisis pregnancy centers 

out of existence, to teach kids to embrace homosexuali-

ty, to force doctors to do abortions, if we don’t do that, 

who will? 
 

If we remove ourselves from the public policy arena, 

there won’t be people who will fight for our ability to do 

what God has called us to do. 
 

It was grassroots Christian women who stopped the 

ERA.  It was Christians who sent tens of thousands of 

letters of support to Clarence Thomas in his darkest 

hours and lobbied their senators to vote in favor of his 

nomination.  It was Christians who have passed bills like 
the human trafficking bill to stop modern-day slavery.  It 

was Christians who have changed the laws to allow for 

home schooling. 
 

When I look at what so many of you in this room have 

helped to accomplish in the last thirty years and then I 

look at what’s ahead of us, I think, “All that went before 

was boot camp!”  That was boot camp to what we are 

facing now in front of us. 
 

I mentioned that I had been jailed for praying.  When I 
was in Houston, jailed for praying, the judge declared 

that I could be released from jail if I would simply agree 

not to do it again.  If I promised that I would not pray in 

public at an abortion clinic again, I could leave jail. 
 

I couldn’t do that.  I couldn’t promise that. 
 

Most of the people in the prison system knew why I was 

there.  And they knew this condition on my sentence.  

One time when I was walking down a long hallway to 
my cell, a big prison guard yelled out at me, “Don’t be 

discouraged — and don’t give in to the judge!” 
 

That’s our charge tonight: Don’t be discouraged, and 

 

Contact us today for more information on these issues and 
many others.  Don’t hesitate, find out how you can make 

a difference in your community, state, and country. 
 
 

Concerned Women for America 
1015 15th Street, N.W., Suite 1100 

Washington, D.C.  20005 
www.cwfa.org 

1 (800) 458-8797 
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After the 2008 election, some pundits 
“advised” Christians to focus on evangelism 
and social work and forget about politics.  

 

Wendy Wright was asked to speak to a 
gathering of influential conservative leaders. 

 

She spoke after Cal Thomas, the most widely 
syndicated columnist in America.   
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I’d like to tell a little story first. 
 

The first time I met Cal Thomas was in 1993.  He spoke 

at a pregnancy center banquet in Melbourne, Florida.  

To give the background, to explain the setting, I have to 

go back a couple of months prior to that. 
 

I was at an abortion clinic, praying for the women.  We 

didn’t have an opportunity 

to talk with them before 

they went in, to let them 

know their alternatives, to 

let them know of the devel-

opment of their child.  But 

as they were in that clinic, I 

prayed that God would 

touch their hearts and give 

them a love for their child 
and give them the courage 

to get up and walk out. 
 

Well, I was arrested, put on trial, and sentenced to six 

months in jail — for praying outside an abortion clinic.  

(For many of you who were at the meeting in Minneap-

olis, I mentioned a very similar thing.  Actually, that 

incident was a year before in Houston.  The same thing 

happened to me two years in a row!  Two different cit-

ies.) 
 

We appealed the case, and while it was on appeal, I at-

tended the banquet that Cal spoke at.  As he and I were 

chatting after the dinner, a friend of mine, who was a 

counselor at this pregnancy center, came over and said, 

“Wendy I want you to meet one of my clients and hear 

her story.” 
 

Standing next to her was a young lady holding a brand 

new baby, one or two weeks old. She said, “I had an 
appointment at that abortion clinic.  I talked with some 

people who were outside the clinic, and they told me 

that I could go to this pregnancy center and they would 

help me for free.” 
 

She went to the center, she watched the videos, she 

heard the counseling, and still decided to go through 

with the abortion. 
 

She went back to the abortion clinic and was on the ta-
ble.  They started the anesthesia. The abortionist came 

in, he began the procedure, and then she heard him say, 

“Nurse, stop the gas.  She has to pay more money.” 

It turned out that she was further along in her pregnancy.  
The baby was bigger, so she had to pay more money for 

an abortion. 
 

Even though she was groggy from the anesthesia, what 

the pro-life counselors said to her came back.  “They 

don’t care about you.  They only care about your mon-

ey.” 
 

And she got up off the table and left. 
 

I asked her, “What day was that?”  We think it was that 

day that I was arrested for praying. 
 

The case against me was appealed all the way up to the 

U.S. Supreme Court.  And I lost. 
 

I tell you this story because, yes, we need to continue 

doing the good works of helping others. But we’ve also 

got to make sure that we have the freedom to help oth-

ers. 
 

If we take Barack Obama and Harry Reid and Nancy 

Pelosi at their own word, these are the things that we are 

going to need to fight off: 
 

 The Freedom of Choice Act — It would wipe out 

every single pro-life state law and federal law that 

we’ve passed in 35 years.  All the laws that have 

reduced the number of abortions, all the laws that 

have helped give women the truthful information that 

they need, wiped out — including laws that ensure 

our tax dollars don’t pay for abortions.  We would 
have to subsidize abortions. 

 

Additionally, Obama and the others have argued 

against the right of conscience for doctors.  Three 

federal laws protect the right of doctors and other 

health care workers not to do abortions.  They don’t 

agree with enforcing those laws. 
 

By opposing the freedom of conscience, they actual-

ly would go farther than the USSR.  The USSR 
banned acts of charity because the government want-

ed the people to be dependent on the state and not on 

the church, not on others.  What the new Congress 

and President support would go further than that — 

not only ban good works, but force people to do what 

is evil.  By denying health care providers the free-

dom to follow their conscience, they could be forced to 

do abortions. 
 

 The Fairness Doctrine would censor our attempts to 
reach out to others with persuasive discussions on con-

servative and Christian radio. 
 

 The Defense of Marriage Act — Barack Obama says 

that he wants to overturn it.  Same-sex “marriage” 

could be forced on states. Couple that with existing 

non-discrimination laws, that you cannot discriminate 

against “sexual orientation,” and it leads to a clash 

between religious rights and homosexual rights.  In 

recent history, whenever there is a confrontation be-

tween the two, religious freedom loses.  You know 

about the New Mexico 
photographer who did 

not want to photograph 

the civil ceremony of a 

lesbian couple.  The 

couple sued, and the 

photographer lost. 
 

Do you know about the 

pastor in Canada who 

simply wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper giv-

ing a Biblical explanation of homosexuality and why 
it’s wrong? He was sued, he lost, and he was ordered 

not only to pay a fine, but to never write or speak on 

that subject again anywhere in the world. 
 

 The Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) 

is another bill that may pass.  I know several Christian 

businesses that hire people to help get them off of wel-

fare and train them in job skills. They provide a won-

derful service to their customers, employees and com-

munities.  If ENDA passes, businesses will be forced 

to hire homosexuals and transsexuals.  Imagine a day-

care center being forced to hire a transsexual. Christian 
businesses will be targets for lawsuits if ENDA passes. 

 

 U.N. treaties are coming down the pipe that are likely 

to pass.  The Convention on the Rights of the Child 

would strip away parental rights and your ability to 

raise your child with a Biblical understanding.         

CEDAW, the Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Discrimination Against Women, has been 

interpreted to require countries to provide abortion, to 

end the celebration of  Mother’s Day and denigrate the 

   W i l l    w e    l o s e   o u r    f r e e d o m    t o    h e l p    o t h e r s ? 


